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Preface

Why ASEAN 4Cs?

2017 is a momentous year, celebrating the 50th Anniversary of ASEAN.
Since its establishment in 1967, ASEAN has achieved an unprecedented

and remarkable accomplishment as a regional cooperative body.

ASEAN was initially established by 5 countries - Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand - for the purpose of pursuing
peace, stability, and growth, as well as promoting social and cultural
development. In December 2015, ASEAN reached another milestone by
launching the ASEAN Community, comprised of 10 member states,
with a total population on 640 million and total GDP of USD 2.6 trillion.

While the European Union, a representative regional community
that had received much global attention during the course of its
development, has lately been facing difficulties with events such as
Brexit, ASEAN, which seemed to have been making slow progress is

rather showing more steady development.

ASEAN is distinctive in terms of its decision-making process

- by consensus among all 10 member states, which is also known

as the ASEAN way. Although this process of making decisions may seems
demanding, the greater unity shown by ASEAN compared to

the EU after all these decades hints a sense of historical irony.

Then, what is the driving force behind ASEAN’s remarkable progress?
This book seeks the key to ASEAN’s development through the 4Cs,

namely the Charter, Community, Connectivity, and Centrality.

The first C refers to the ASEAN Charter which came into effect in
2008. As mentioned in the preamble of the Charter, it is the legal and
institutional framework of ASEAN. The Charter regulates ASEAN’s



objectives in the areas of peace, democracy, and economic development.
It also codifies ASEAN values, norms, and principles such as respect

for sovereignty, prohibition on the use of force, and non-interference

in the internal affairs of other member states. The Charter, which specifies
the goals ASEAN should pursue and reach, is a key document to be
addressed in order to understand ASEAN.

Community refers to the ASEAN Community. ASEAN proposed the idea
of an ASEAN Community for the first time in 2003, marking a significant
moment in the history of ASEAN. To realize such a community, ASEAN
members went through continuous negotiation processes, and as a result
three pillars of the ASEAN Community were launched on 31 December, 2015:
ASEAN Political-Security Community, ASEAN Economic Community,
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community. Through the ‘ASEAN Community
Vision 2025 adopted by the ASEAN leaders, the vision and blueprints to be
accomplished by 2025 were proposed for each of the three Communities,
while efforts toward integration on a higher level are being made.

As these past events demonstrate, slowly but steadily, ASEAN is showing
its potential and capability.

Connectivity refers to connectivity within ASEAN, and specifically,

can be described as physical, institutional, and people-to-people connectivity.
As connectivity is a crucial factor for establishing the ASEAN Community,
the ‘Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 (MPAC 2025)’ is regarded as
an essential component of the ‘ASEAN Community Vision 2025,

ASEAN is seeking ways to implement the MPAC 2025 to realize

comprehensive connectivity.

Centrality, also known as ASEAN Centrality, is the basic principle and

rule of operation in ASEAN conducting its external relations, as indicated



in Article 41 of ASEAN Charter. It states that, in conducting operations
in the international society related to regional cooperation and
community building, ASEAN should be the center and the driving force,
emphasizing ASEAN Centrality. ASEAN is emerging as a new region of
prospect for Korea’s diplomacy. Hence the importance of increasing
cooperation with ASEAN cannot be emphasized enough, not only

for diversifying Korea’s diplomacy, but also for strengthening Kored’s

position in the global arena as a middle power.

In celebration of the 50" Anniversary of ASEAN, the ASEAN-Korea Centre
organized various events in diverse areas including economics, culture,
and tourism. In particular, the 2017 International Conference on ASEAN-
Korea Partnership’ held in August provided an opportunity to look back
into the overall relations between ASEAN and Korea for the past 50 years,

and seek Kored’s future directions and strategies toward ASEAN.

These efforts have a common goal of increasing Korea’s awareness on
ASEAN, as having a correct understanding should be the starting point
of everything. Only with the correct understanding of the region, Korea
will be able to build and maintain a genuine partnership with ASEAN.
We hope the latest edition of ‘Understanding ASEAN through 4Cs’ will

be of great help to improving our readers’ understanding on ASEAN.

We thank all the support given to the ASEAN-Korea Centre, and we
assure you that we will keep up with our activities in building a lasting

and genuine partnership between ASEAN and Korea.

Kim Young-sun
Secretary General of ASEAN-Korea Centre
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THE ASEAN [

Transformative

A progressive environment for the
disruptive use of technology for
ASEAN's social and economic
benefits.

Innovative

A supportive entrepreneurial
environment that encourages
innovative and novel uses of ICT.

Inclusive and Inlegrated
Empowered and connected citzens
and stakeholders.
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ASEAN-KOREA CENTRE
5t-OLH|oHMIE]

The ASEAN-Korea Centre is an intergovernmental organization
mandated to promote economic and socio-cultural cooperation
between the ASEAN Member States and Korea.

It was officially inaugurated on 13 March 2009,

the year that marked the 20th Anniversary of

the Dialogue Partnership between ASEAN and Korea.
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